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NEWS RELEASE

NEON MOVIES TO HOST PREMIERE OF 'WALKING ON ONE LEG,'
UD GRAD'S HISTORIC DOCUMENTARY ON WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN MOROCCO
DAYTON, Ohio- A recent University of Dayton graduate will complete an exhausting
and sometimes "mind-twisting" labor of love with the Dayton premiere of her groundbreaking
film on women's rights in Morocco. "Walking With One Leg," which includes an tmprecedented
collection of interviews with powerful conservative and radical political figures as well as
citizens, will debut at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 15, at the Neon Movies in Dayton. Admission is
$5, with proceeds to benefit a shelter for homeless children in Morocco.
Mary Fischer, who graduated in December with a bachelor of arts degree in sociology,
stayed on campus to complete the yearlong project, which was sparked by a "life-changing"
month in Morocco through UD's Interdepartmental Summer Study Abroad Program.
The film focuses on the Moroccan code of personal status, legislation that prevents
Moroccan women from having rights equal to men in areas such as marriage and divorce,
inheritance and politics. The legislation directly conflicts with the Constitution of Morocco,
which guarantees those rights.
The film features interviews with influential, sometimes controversial, figures of
Morocco, including Mounira El Alami, who founded and operates Darna- a shelter and
education center for homeless youth in Tangier; Nabil Khoury, U.S. Consul-General to Morocco;
Nadia Yassine, spokeswoman for the Faith and Charity Islamist party; and Leila Abouzeid,
one of the few women Moroccan authors to be published in the United States.
Conservative and liberal factions in Morocco agree that "the code is a product of a
chauvinist society in which women are considered legal minors and thus unable to fully
participate in Moroccan society and political life," Fischer said. "Because half the Moroccan
population is kept bottled up by outdated mores, Morocco is unable to step into the future on
both its figurative legs."
Fischer, who also studied journalism and women's sh1dies at UD, received a Hull
International Fellows grant in 2001 to write a paper on the women's rights movement in
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Morocco. Through UD's ISSAP, she and other students spent four weeks that summer touring
the country by bus, taxi and camel. The experience was "eye-opening and life-changing," she
said.
Fischer returned the following summer with video equipment funded by UD' s Honors
and Scholars Program and a Learn, Lead and Serve grant. With the aid of Faiza Shereen,
director of UD's Center for International Programs, and Steve Dandaneau, director of the
Honors and Scholars Program, she traveled the country again to interview activists, leaders and
citizens about their views on family law and women in society.
While finishing her studies last fall, Fischer spent countless hours logging her film
footage and writing a script. She returned to campus in January to edit the film.
In conjunction with the release of the film, Meagan Lyon- another December sociology

graduate who participated in last summer's ISSAP in Morocco- has coordinated and will host
a fund-raising dinner Feb. 21 for Darna, the Moroccan shelter whose founder, El Alami, is
featured in the documentary. El Alami will be a guest at the dinner, which begins with a
reception from 6 to 7 p.m. in the Kennedy Union Torch Lounge, followed by a semi-formal
dinner and presentations from 7:30 to 10 p.m. in the Kennedy Union ballroom.
Tickets are $50 and are available through Thursday, Feb. 13, by contacting Lyon at
(937) 627-8511 or Darnadinner@hotmail.com.
"Darna is a powerful and progressive model of social service, especially child welfare,"
said Lyon, who also received a Learn, Lead and Serve grant to study child welfare in Morocco.
"The privately funded and operated home provides shelter, food, educational classes and
vocational training to an impoverished population. These youth acquire useful skills while
developing relationships, learning responsible citizenship and experiencing a sense of
ownership."
-30For media interviews, contact Mary Fischer at (937) 627-8994 or via e-mail at
mary.fischer@care@.com and Meagan Lyon at (937) 627-8511 or via e-mail at
lyonmeae@notes.udayton.edu.

